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The Halifax Community Learning Network (HCLN) 
empowers adults and their families to reach their learning 
goals and build a bridge to a brighter future. 
HCLN is funded through the Nova Scotia Department of 
Labour and Advanced Education as part of the Nova Scotia 
School for Adult Learning (NSSAL).

Imagine how it feels not being able to understand a 
doctor’s prescription, fill out a job application, use the 
internet, or read to a child. Those fortunate enough
to read and write well often take its’ many benefits for 
granted. Apart from depriving a person from the joys of 
great literature, a low level of literacy can mean less access 
to information and make everyday life a challenge.

As part of the Nova Scotia School for Adult Learning, HCLN 
helps those who wish to improve their education or job 
skills, but beyond that we play an important role in helping 
individuals to become contributing members of their 
families, society and community. It’s never too late to learn! 
#literacychangeslives

The Halifax Community Learning Network gratefully 
acknowledges the support of Literacy Nova Scotia and 
the Nova Scotia School for Adult Learning toward the 
production of the 2018 yearbook Finding My Voice. 
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Message from Denise Morley
Halifax Community Learning Network

As another busy program year draws to a close, the Halifax 
Community Learning Network has much to celebrate.  
HCLN received a 2017 Community Impact Award from 
the Halifax Public Libraries for the exceptional work we 
do to promote adult learning in our community. Thank 
you!  Literacy tutors were feted during National Volunteer 
Week, and Treasurer Kacy Burn won a Halifax Volunteer 
Award for the countless hours she puts in overseeing 
HCLN finances. 

HCLN will present a Community Learning Award Award 
in memory of our friend, Constance Glube on June 19th.  
Connie, as she liked to be called, received countless 
accolades and awards during her distinguished career. 
Moreover, she shared her wisdom and generous spirit as 
a board member of HCLN for more than a decade. Now 
it’s time to celebrate the hard work of HCLN learners 
and honour the legacy of Constance Glube with an 
award in her name. 

I am pleased to introduce the Halifax Community 
Learning Network 2018 yearbook: Finding My Voice.  
The title comes from a piece of writing by Malone 
Sinclaire of the Spryfield GED class. Malone passed the 
final GED test in May and at age 65, is now embarking 
on further studies. Malone is one of many who found 
their way to HCLN this year looking for help toward 
reaching a goal. The goals vary, but every learner shares 
one important trait: the courage to seek help and work 
toward improving their situation.
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I like to think that the best of what we do at HCLN is to 
help those who come to learn with us to find their voice 
and have the opportunity to express themselves. Every 
piece of writing in Finding My Voice is a story worth 
sharing and I am honoured to be a part of making these 
programs and this yearbook happen. 

Thank you all for finding and sharing your voice. See 
you in September!

Rebecca and Matthew at the Captain William Spry Library
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A volunteer board governs the 
Halifax Community Learning Network. 

A special thank you to:

Josh Judah
Kacy Burn

Yolana Wassersug
Ray Fernandes

Margaret Cameron
Heather MacKenzie

Thanks also to the Constance Glube Award subcommittee:

Janet Copeland
Jane Phillips
Linda Stewart

HCLN Board Chair Joshua Judah accepting the Halifax Public Libraries 
Community Impact Award
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Thank you to the following organizations and 
individuals for being friends of the Halifax Community 

Learning Network. We could not build a bridge to a 
brighter future without you!

Alison O’Handley
Allister Johnson

Andre Davey
Ann Roddick

Atlantic Digital
Association of Community Learning Organizations

Bedford Sackville Learning Network
Black Educators Association

Bonnie Boivin
Bookmark Halifax

Brent MacPhee
Captain William Spry Community Centre Staff

Cassandra Gibson

Samia and Margaret celebrate her graduation
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Chebucto Connections
Conrad Grosse

Crystal MacArthur
Cunard Learning Centre

Dale Taylor
Dartmouth Learning Network

David Hansen
Deaf Literacy Nova Scotia Association

Deborah Ratcliffe
Delisca Norris

Don Hunt
Eastern Shore Musquodoboit Valley Literacy Network

Elaine Frampton
Erica Butler

Halifax Public Libraries
Hand in Hand Spryfield

Harry Glube
Heather Jackson

Jayne Hunter
Jesse Vuksanovich

Kevin Young
Linsey Hope

Literacy Nova Scotia
Lynne Wells-Orchard

Marie David
Marlene Brown

Matt Likely
Melinda MacIsaac

Mi’kmaq Native Friendship Centre 
Mike Dowd
Mike Hamm

Nadine Popke
Oatmeal Simple Graphic Design

Patricia Roberts
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Patricia Beals
Paul MacNeil
Peter Gillis

Preston Area Learning Skills Society
Rachel Lebowitz
Sandy Crocker

Seamus Sullivan
Solutions Learning Centre

Sonya Horsburgh
Steve Slauenwight

Tim Delaney
Trish Derby

Tyler Colbourne
Volunteer Canada

Wil Gamble
YWCA Spryfield

Linsey and Melinda from NSSAL sharing in the joys of math
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Finding My Voice
Malone Sinclaire

My voice had been stifled for years.  The expression 
of views and opinions turned into complaining. It was 
safer to complain than to remain quiet.  Being muzzled 
by pain and avoidance, I had no sense of my own 
power and worthiness.  Fearing criticism, disapproval 
or ridicule I choose not to express my needs. 

  
Having seldom 
spoken my truth, 
words were 
quite foreign and 
therefore held 
little meaning. 
To overcome this 
impediment, I 
started to read 
aloud.  It seemed 
silly at first, but 
I didn’t care. If I 
wanted to learn 
to speak truth 

and my words, then I needed to hear and embody them.  
Even though I thought it was a brilliant idea, it required 
discipline, perseverance and trust.  Reading aloud on 
my own was a safe way to hear my own voice without 
ridicule or judgement when I stumbled over words.  I 
learned to be kind to myself and to trust the process. 

As I progressed from reading magazines to books, 
from fiction to non-fiction, I shifted from laying down 
to sitting to walking, and continued to read.  As time 

Malone and friends at the Spryfield GED class



 H C L N  Y E A R B O O K  2 0 1 8  -  Finding  My Vo ice          1 1     

passed, I began to note changes in myself.  I walked, 
dressed, and articulated differently.  My confidence in 
my ability to express my thoughts were less fraught with 
fear.  A new life was emerging as I began to participate 
in conversations that at one time would have been 
overwhelming.    

As my self- assurance increased it became easier to take 
risks and jump into the life I wanted.  The duration of 
the process was two years before I took the giant leap of 
faith and divorced.   It was an amazing, exhilarating and 
exhausting time and worth every single minute. 

I discovered during this period hidden qualities within 
myself; perseverance, dedication, resourcefulness, 
resiliency, patience and trust. These attributes belong to 
me and no one can take them away.  There is no need 
for fear, anxiety or hesitation.  I am not embarrassed for 
who I am.  I know I do my best, and that is all I can ask 
of myself.  

Message from Kacy Burn
Halifax Community Learning Network

On behalf of the Board, I would like to thank all the 
volunteers and staff who made such an impact on our 
learners this year. The people that work and volunteer 
in community literacy day in and day out, those who 
demonstrate such commitment to the value of education 
and to their communities, are the unsung heroes that 
make us proud.
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We would like 
to especially 
thank Denise and 
everyone who has 
gone above and 
beyond in making 
HCLN the great 
organization that 
it is today. Their 
dedication and 
passion has not 
gone unnoticed.
  

Message from Premier Stephen 
McNeil

Literacy is key to our province’s growth and prosperity. 
The Halifax Community Learning Network (HCLN) is an 
important partner in our strategy to empower all Nova 
Scotians to realize their potential and connect with the 
many opportunities our province has to offer. 

I would like to congratulate the students on their hard 
work throughout the year. The inspirational stories in 
this annual yearbook provide a solid reminder of the 
difference literacy can make in someone’s life, as well 
as the important work our learning partners such as 
HCLN provide to adults across Nova Scotia every day. 
Their contribution allows Nova Scotians the opportunity 
to pursue meaningful careers and contribute to our 
communities. 

HCLN Treasurer Kacy Burn accepting her 
2018 Halifax Volunteer Award 



 H C L N  Y E A R B O O K  2 0 1 8  -  Finding  My Vo ice          1 3     

Please accept my thanks and appreciation for the 
excellent services and support the dedicated staff, 
Board members, and volunteer tutors of the Halifax 
Community Learning Network provide to Nova Scotians 
and for your dedication and commitment to improving 
lives through lifelong learning. 

Message from Labi Kousoulis 
Minister of Labour and Advanced Education

First, I would 
like to pass along 
my sincerest 
congratulations to 
the learners, staff 
and board of the 
Halifax Community 
Learning Network 
(HCLN) on another 
successful year. 
The Department 
of Labour and 
Advanced Education 
is privileged to have such a great learning partner in HCLN. 

I especially want to thank the learners for their courage in 
sharing their stories through this yearbook so that others 
may be inspired to take their first step. Solid literacy skills 
and lifelong learning are key to opportunity, personal 
growth and fulfillment, and are vital to our province’s 
social and economic development. The decision to take 
the first step towards your learning goal can be difficult, 

Mininster Labi Kousoulis & friends enjoying 
Adult Learners’ Week at Province House
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but you have proven that it’s achievable. 
Finally, I would like to express my sincere gratitude 
to the many volunteers and staff of HCLN for their 
continued commitment to helping learners reach their 
educational goals. 

Message from Lisa Roberts
MLA Halifax Needham

I wish to offer my sincere congratulations to all the 
learners who were brave this year: brave to call themselves 
students, to apply themselves to new challenges, to be 
vulnerable and open to change. 

When I was growing up, I really thoughts that adults 
were fully formed at age 17.  My parents had both left 
home for good at that age, as had my aunts and uncles. 
I was surprised to find myself boomeranging back to 
my parent’s home - at 18, 20 and 24 - for stretches of 
time. Now, at 44, I am still surprised at how much I have 
learned in the last few years, and in the last six months, 
and last week.  

I realize now that at no point in our lives are we fully 
formed! Life is always a work in progress. 

I wish you well as you celebrate your progress and 
continue your learning. 
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Message from Jayne Hunter 
Literacy Nova Scotia

Congratulations to 
Halifax Community 
Learning Network 
for another year of 
helping adults meet 
their learning goals. 
I am always inspired 
by stories of learning, 
the challenges 
overcome, the 
successes achieved. 
Literacy Nova Scotia 
encourages adults 
to return to learning, and we celebrate their success in 
reaching their learning goals. We recognize that it takes a lot 
of dedication and hard work. We know that literacy changes 
lives because of the positive changes that happen when we 
make literacy a priority.  The more literate and skilled we 
become, the better able we are to reach our potential. LNS 
provides training to help instructors and tutors to have the 
tools they need to support you on your learning journey. It’s 
important that we are all always learning and improving our 
skills – we’re all lifelong learners and there is always more 
to know. Be curious, ask questions, and keep on learning! 
You are all great role models for your families, your friends 
and your community.

Jayne and Frank celebrating Adult Learners’ 
Week and his new ipad!
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Literacy Changes Lives 
Frank Brown 

I never returned to learning, because I never learned 
how to read from the beginning. How can I return to 
something I never had? What I mean is I never learned 
to read in school, I wish I had but I am learning to 
read now, thanks to all my tutors. I meet with my tutor 
every week at the Halifax Public Library and they are 
teaching me how to read! I do this for many of reasons. 
To satisfy myself, to use Facebook, to text, to write and 
read letters, and so I am able to write stories like this! 

Learning changed my life because there are so many 
things I can do for myself now! In the past 4 or 5 years 
of tutoring I can now write this letter, and for that I am 
proud of myself and for my tutors for helping me along 
the way. 

In the future, I would like to continue to keep working 
with my tutors and one day read a book on the bus. 

Thank you all for reading my story. 

Message from Mike Savage
Mayor of Halifax

As Mayor of Halifax and on behalf of Regional Council, 
it is my distinct pleasure to extend congratulations and 
sincere best wishes to the Halifax Community Learning 
Network (HCLN) for another successful year of providing 
support to adult learners working toward achieving 
career and life goals. 
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Literacy is the 
foundation for all 
learning and allows 
us to fully experience 
the world. Thank 
you for encouraging 
people to pursue 
their aspirations, 
fulfill their ambitions, 
and satisfy their 
thirst for knowledge 
throughout their 
lifetime. 

I want to acknowledge, with gratitude, the commitment 
and dedication of HCLN, the Community Board of 
Directors, Volunteers, Tutors, Learners, and supporters 
for their valuable contributions to the success of the 
Network and for enhancing the quality of life of adult 
learners here in our region. 

Thank you for making a difference. 

Learning with Krista
Paul Whynacht

I wanted to come to tutoring to learn how to read and 
write better because I was put in a situation with my ex’s 
niece who wanted me to read a story to her, and I could 
read only some of the story.  Some words I got messed 
up on, and it made me feel degraded.  I was disappointed 
in myself, as I couldn’t read an easy story.  I really liked 
my niece, and it would have been so nice to be able to 

Mayor Savage & friends enjoying Adult 
Learners’ Week
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read to her.  It was 
also discouraging to 
go somewhere and 
not be able to read 
signs to go places or 
directions on how 
to do things.  Forms 
to fill out for a job 
were more than a 
challenge – you just 
couldn’t do it.  It was 
messed up.  I always 
had to get people to 

help me out with the applications.  When you can’t read 
and write, it makes every day in some form or another 
harder and a challenge.

Since I started tutoring and went to school, I know that 
I have improved.  I know that I am going to continue 
to improve my reading.  I enjoy coming to my tutoring 
class, as I enjoy the people.  This is the first time I have 
ever really read stories.  I have been learning lots of 
neat stuff from the books I’ve read.  Reading some of 
the stories puts me in another dimension.  When I read 
some stories, I stop watching TV because I want to finish 
my story.  Some people might be embarrassed to come 
to tutoring, but I feel good coming in.  I would love to 
be able to read a story to a child in the future.

My life has changed now, as I can read the posters on 
the bus better.  I am always looking for ways to practice 
by reading signs.  I can read my mail better too.  I know 
if I keep practicing I will get better.    

Paul & Krista at the Central Library
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Message from Rachel Lebowitz

This has been a 
fantastic year with 
North’s Literacy 
program. From 
September-Apr i l , 
we’ve had 27 
learners matched 
with tutors, eight 
of whom had never 
been with us before. 
We had one learner 
pass all five GED 
tests on their first 
try, and another who, as of this writing, has already 
passed three. Yesterday, I attended the Transition Year 
Program’s graduation ceremony, where a former learner 
in our program received not one, but TWO academic 
awards.  

These are huge successes and you should be proud. I 
know I am.

But what about the others? Such success is amazing, 
but I think that too often we focus on tests and final 
reports, and not enough on the Level I learners whose 
accomplishments have really blown me away this year. 
I’ve known Emmanuel Negash now since the fall of 
2015. His success this year with his tutor Kathryn has 
been incredible. He now reads the Metro newspaper, 
and has started an Oxford Bookworms novel. His word 
recognition skills, awareness of vowel patterns, and 

Rachel and Don at the Halifax North Library
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overall confidence has improved. A few weeks ago, as 
I was making the coffee, I heard him reading out loud 
and I was stunned. Was this the same man I met over 
two years ago? I had no idea he could read so well! 

In January 2016, after many years away, Carson Fraser 
came back to this program. I remember that first meeting, 
when he told me he couldn’t read. He and his tutor, 
Natalie, worked on writing his address and matching 
pictures to words. Carson now attends classes at the 
Dartmouth Learning Network four days a week and 
comes to our Wednesday evening session. His attendance 
and effort is excellent and his improvement staggering. 
Carson’s spelling gets better every week, and he has 
completed reading several Grassroots biographies. Most 
strikingly, this spring, he FINALLY agreed to write a 
story for this yearbook. Total word count? 397! 

So, let’s take time to hold on to these successes too. 
And as always, let’s hold onto connection and beauty, 
whether it’s with each other, our families, or even, as 
Don Murphy puts it in his story here, “the smell, sound, 
and beauty of the ocean, the ships and boats of all kinds 
and the hilly scenery across the water.”

Congratulations to you all.  

Pancakes for 24
Yael Baydar

I loved school until grade 4, until my teacher’s insistence 
on visual learning didn’t fit me at all. Junior high was 
where I hid out in the middle and scraped by, and 
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the transition into 
high school 
was rocky, with 
ongoing bullying 
and various other 
issues contributing 
negatively to my 
anxiety and mental 
health. I only 
finished up to grade 
10, where I then left 
and bounced around 
tutoring and learning 
programs like FLEX and Cunard.

Despite such a rocky start, I knew eventually I’d have to 
do it. From a flyer at the grocery store, my mom showed 
me tutors advertised at the Keshen Goodman Library. 
I didn’t want to go, but to get it over with I pulled my 
socks up and went. There I was given a treat: I was 
taught by someone who truly cared about my education. 
As a result, everything changed. My confidence grew as 
I figured out my own learning style, and I wasn’t afraid 
of math anymore. It was easy! It was no longer a barrier 
keeping me from my future.

The HCLN program will allow me to go forward to the 
NSCC’s Adult Learning Program, where there I can finally 
finish my education. After ALP, I plan to dig my hands 
into culinary courses, with the focus being on pastry 
and baking. In the future, I see myself with my own 
little Jewish bakery, where I can give back pieces of my 
culture and pass down something I love for generations. 
In my future, I see myself with flour and fractions.

Yael and Pat at the Keshen Goodman Library
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Message from Allison Chua

I’ve been an Adult Literacy tutor with HCLN for nearly 
ten years (to my students: if this is equal to one-third 
of my life, how old am I?). I keep a list of the students 
I’ve taught over the years – some came only once, while 
others stayed for over a year. Some dropped out without 
warning and some have gone on to complete college 
degrees (if any of my past students are reading this, I’d 
love to hear from you!). Regardless, there is only one 
common difference that separates me from my students: 
opportunity. I was lucky. Thanks to my parents, I was 
spared the challenges that my students faced (and often 
continue to face). I have no idea whether I could survive 
the experiences that my students have shared with me - 
which ranged from nearly every type of discrimination, 
abuse, abandonment, addiction, poverty, and disability 
imaginable - let alone complete high school. Yes, we 
all make regrettable decisions, but the cards were often 
stacked against my students from the moment they were 
born. Luckily, humans are resilient (or we wouldn’t 
have made it this far), but most people don’t even come 
close to testing the limits of their resilience the way my 
students have.

When I say that some of my students are better at 
math than I am, I’m not lying. I’m not inventing an 
inspirational soundbite to promote Adult Literacy. It’s 
the truth. I’m capable of more advanced math than any 
of my students, but some of them are faster than I am 
at solving problems. Math is a great equalizer. You don’t 
need to win the genetic lottery to be good at math. I’m 
a PhD student with two engineering degrees, but the 
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assumption that I must be really smart to get to where 
I am is wrong (believe me - I’m a PhD student with two 
engineering degrees). 

So, what’s my secret? Fundamentally, it boils down to this 
equation: opportunity plus persistence equals academic 
success. Neither persistence nor opportunity alone is 
enough for success. I had the opportunity to receive an 
excellent education and the persistence to complete it. 
I believe that every student can be successful, because 
I believe in this equation, simple as it is. Most of my 
students want to get their GED because this will enable 
them to create a better life for themselves and their 
families. Some of them want to get their GED for no 
other reason than to complete their GED. But every 
single one of them shares the same fierce persistence 
and desire to learn that I see in myself, and that is what 
motivates me to be the best tutor I can be, why I choose 
to tutor with the Adult Learning Program, why I do not 
accept other tutoring jobs. Because math doesn’t lie. If 
I can create the opportunity for my students to channel 
their persistence, well, the equation is complete.

Message from Pat Roberts

“There is no end to education. It is not that you read a 
book, pass an examination, and finish with education. 
The whole of life, from the moment you are born to 
the moment you die, is a process of learning.” Jiddu 
Krishnamurti

This sums up why I love my work so much; I learn so 
many things every single day. I’ve been fortunate to 
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coordinate the adult literacy programs at the Keshen 
Goodman and Captain William Spry libraries this year.  
We have helped over 30 learners work towards their 
goals and there are many success stories to celebrate. 
Some examples include:  completing all or parts of 
the GED test, obtaining the driver’s license, writing 
fluently in cursive, conquering anxiety enough to do 
public speaking, finding and/or changing employment, 
improving spelling and writing in the workplace. Our 
learners overcome many complicated circumstances to 
attend our programs and merit our profound admiration.

One common theme 
throughout all of our 
learning sessions 
is hope. There is 
always hope for 
today and a better 
tomorrow. Striving 
for and achieving 
learning goals is a 
vital part of working 
towards whatever 
long term objectives 
our learners have. 
We are incredibly fortunate to have superb tutors who 
work tirelessly and patiently with our learners. Without 
them we would be lost and we cannot thank them 
enough.

Thanks also to all of the staff support at the libraries. They 
are consistently kind and caring towards our learners 
and provide much appreciated library assistance for our 

Erica, Pat, Heather and Ouroba celebrating 
Adult Learners’ Week at the library
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programs.

Thank you, Denise, and HCLN for the opportunity to 
work in such a nurturing, learning environment!

Message from Heather MacKenzie, 
Halifax Public Libraries

Halifax Public Libraries has been proud to partner 
for many years with the Halifax Community Learning 
Network to offer Adult Literacy programs at four of 
our branches –at the Central Library, Halifax North 
Branch Library, Captain William Spry Library and the 
Keshen Goodman Public Library.   This year, we had 95 
committed learners in these programs meeting regularly 
with their equally dedicated tutors on their learning 
goals – whether these are to complete GED tests or to 
acquire confidence in mastering skills for successful 
daily living – no goal is too small and success can be 
life-changing.   Each year I am moved by the learner 
stories that appear in the HCLN yearbook - people that 
demonstrate great perseverance in the face of what are 
often daunting life circumstances. 

Two of the library’s current strategic priorities are “Meet 
People Where They Are” and “Encourage Social and 
Economic Growth.”   The Adult Literacy program 
contributes strongly to the achievement of these goals 
every day.   Our skilled and compassionate tutors meet 
their learners wherever they are on their learning 
journey and wherever they are in their lives, creating 
a supportive and personalized learning environment 
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where every small step counts and each success is 
celebrated. 

When people gain confidence through learning, this 
makes them stronger in all areas of their lives, and 
stronger people contribute to a healthier and more 
sustainable community.  So, we know that the impact 
of our programs can spread beyond just the individual 
learner to their family, friends and to society as a whole.  

I want to congratulate all learners for their hard work 
and commitment this year, and also everyone who 
helped them along their journey.  You are role models 
for others and we salute you!

Passing the GED 
Kyle Hatt

At the start of 2018, I never expected to begin studying 
toward the GED and pass all 5 tests in a mere 4 months! 
I left the school system in grade 7 for family reasons. 
I always planned to write the GED as soon as I was 
old enough. Once I started working, I put off joining 
a class or taking the GED test out of fear. One of my 
coworkers suggested we try a GED class. We reached 
out to the Halifax Community Learning Network and 
were accepted into the class in Spryfield. For both of us, 
this meant attending morning classes after working a 
long night shift at McDonald’s. 

I felt ready to try Social Studies at NSCC Leeds St. in 
March and passed the test! This gave me the confidence 
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to study toward the 
other four tests in 
April. With a full-
time job and lots of 
extra shifts, I’m not 
sure how I managed 
to fit school work in 
but I found a way. 
I wrote and passed 
the final four GED 
tests in April and on 
May 2nd, my GED 
diploma arrived in 
the mail. It was official: I had completed high school in 
4 months and graduated at age 20. Now I need to decide 
where to go from here. I will likely work this year and 
look into NSCC programs for 2019. 

I just wanted to say thank you to the HCLN for giving 
me the opportunity and support to help pass my GED. 
It’s changed my life and I couldn’t be more grateful.  
Thank you to Denise and everyone involved, you’re all 
wonderful. My journey has just begun. 

Adult Learners’ Week Message
Karl Francis-Williams, Bedford Sackville Learning 
Network

In June 1982, I had experienced the most pain in my life 
at that time of letting go of my Dad. I didn’t know what 
to do and where to go. During that time, I had lost all 
direction in life, dropped out of school and then moved 

Kyle with his GED diploma
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to Halifax. Prior to 
my Dad passing 
away, he told my 
best friend Chester 
that he wanted 
me to get my high 
school education. 
Education was a big 
part of what Mom 
and Dad had instilled 
in my brothers and 
sisters and myself. 
Of course, I didn’t 

want an education, I just wanted to play sports. 

I moved to Halifax in September 1982 and found 
work, and I am still working now. I have had some 
conversations in the past with my brother-in-law regard 
to getting my high school education, and I never forgot 
those conversations. 

I was diagnosed with cancer in 2015 and it changed 
my life. After my treatments in late 2015, I made some 
goals that I wanted to achieve but never really put much 
thought into going back to school until about a year and 
half ago after speaking with my niece Victoria. 

I contacted the Bedford Sackville Learning Network and 
was enrolled in the program. I then took classes on my 
days off (I’m on a rotating schedule of 4 days on and 
4 days off with my work). I knew that lots of work, 
studying and class time was a head of me. 

I had some big shoes to fill in following my family’s 

Karl and his sister after his speech at the 
Central Library
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request to get an education. One pair of shoes were 
a sister’s who is here today. Education and hard work 
brought her far in life. She is The Honorable Mayann 
Francis, the first black woman to hold the title of 
Lieutenant Governor of Nova Scotia. Then I realize I 
can’t wear high heeled shoes. 

On February 5, 2018, I completed my GED and I now 
have a high school diploma. It’s never too late to fulfill 
your dreams and your desires in life and to be successful. 
To those who have doubts, don’t doubt; you can do it, 
just try. 

In closing, I just want to thank a few people, my Dad and 
my brother-in-law. Thank you BSLN staff Paul, Anne and 
my instructor Kevin. Thank you, Literacy Nova Scotia.

What a journey so far; I tackle cancer and now I scored 
a touchdown with a high school education. 

The Two Dreams About Canada 
Achan

I had the first dream when I was in Gambela, Ethiopia. I 
had a vision telling me there would be war in Gambela 
and I would go to Canada. I had the second dream in 
Canada; I dreamed that my mother and the rest of my 
family would come to Canada.

The war in Gambela began December 13, 2003. I knew 
I had to leave Gambela with my children. I walked for 
one week to Sudan. My children were 12 and 4 years old. 
I had to carry all my things. There was a lot of danger 
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from animals and 
bad people. I was 
afraid but I prayed 
and we arrived safely 
in Sudan. With the 
help of a church, my 
children and I got to 
Nairobi, Kenya, to 
join my husband. On 
December 10, 2008, 
we came to live in 
Canada. My dream 
came true by God’s 
grace.

My second dream was about my mother and the rest of 
my family. They were in Gambela and were in danger. 
I went to a church in Halifax and asked for help to 
bring my family to Canada. My second dream came true. 
The church brought my family to Canada and I am very 
grateful. God bless all the community. 

My Decision
Carolann Power

My decision was made, I am going to obtain my GED, 
through the Captain William Spry Library. My first time 
around I studied English with a super lady that made 
learning fun and believed in me. I studied and worked 
hard for a year, while working and taking care of our 
home. It paid off, I passed the exam. It felt awesome, 
built my confidence up to tackle math next. I have a 

Achan at the Halifax North Library
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nice lady tutoring 
math. She gives her 
students 100% all 
the time. I love the 
convenience that the 
library is only a few 
blocks away from my 
home. I am thankful 
and appreciative that 
there are programs 
available in our local 
Library. Thank-you.

A New Chapter
Annmarie French

Just over 1 year ago I decided to return to learning. 
I returned to learning because I was struggling with 
reading and writing. There were goals that I wanted to 
reach. Just like everyone else, I want to learn and to 
grow. I did not want my learning story to end. I wanted 
there to be more chapters in my story. 

Since then I have been working very hard to improve 
my literacy skills. There is such a difference in my 
ability. Now I am learning and growing and each day I 
am reaching my goals. With the help of HLCN, and a lot 
of hard work, I am writing a new chapter for myself. I 
have even reached my goal of getting a job! 

I made the decision to continue to write on the pages of 
my learning story and once one chapter is complete I will 

Carolann and Linda celebrating National 
Volunteer Week
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write the next one, 
and so on. I don’t 
expect the ending to 
be written anytime 
soon. In my next 
chapter I am going 
to continue to study 
and then I will write 
the chapter about 
having a family of 
my own. I am glad 
that I decided to 
return to learning. It 

was one of the best decisions I have ever made! 

My Love of Tutoring
Bryan Garnett-Doucette

It is that time of year again – my love it / hate it time. 
Another year is rapidly coming to an end and time to 
write a blurb for the yearbook.

It is now six years since I started tutoring. I hope I have 
been helpful to the students I have been with. I know if 
has been beneficial to me. Tutoring gives me a purpose 
and goal in life. I also enjoy the social side of tutoring – 
meeting interesting people and learning different points 
of view. Tutoring also takes me out of the house and 
stops me from being idle and lazy (which is not good for 
my health). Tutoring is good for both parties involved. I 
hope to continue tutoring for a very long time.

Annmarie & Erica at the Central Library
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Library Programs
Carolyn Goyetche

The Captain William 
Spry Community 
Centre and Library 
opened in 1986. The 
library is a spacious 
branch which offers 
a large collection of 
materials such as 
books, videos, DVDs 
and also includes 
programming for 
both adults and 
children. They also 
have public access computers with internet access. 

On February 22nd 2016, I moved into my own apartment 
on the Old Sambro Road and I started going to the 
library programs to socialize with my old friends. I have 
made new friends through the library programs. I find 
that the programs are relaxing and each month there is 
a new calendar with activities like painting with water 
colours, etc. 

Through the programs at the library, I made several 
items. My favorite program was when I learnered how to 
make Chinese dumplings. I also learned that day how to 
eat with chop sticks, which was such a cool experience.

Bryan and Carolyn taking a break from 
GED studies
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My Story 
Carson Fraser

My name is Carson 
Fraser. I am from 
North Preston. I have 
three brothers and 
two sisters. My father 
was a maintenance 
worker and my 
mother stayed home 
and take care of the 
family. When I was in 
school I had a hard 
time. When I started 
school at Nelson 

Whynder School, I had all white teachers. Later at Ross 
Road School, white teachers in the hallway would often 
refer to Black students as “niggers” when they passed 
by.

I was always moved to the back of the class where I did 
not learn to read and write well. This did not only happen 
to me but others too. No attention was given to us at the 
back of the class. When I went to Graham Creighton Jr. 
High School, teachers tested all students and put the 
students who could not read into an Auxiliary class. But 
the teachers didn’t pay hardly any attention to us. Even 
though we have a hard time reading the teachers still 
passed us to the next grade. I can’t remember how old 
I was when I left school.

When I got older I found it was very hard to find a job. 

Carson and Natalie at the Halifax North 
Library



 H C L N  Y E A R B O O K  2 0 1 8  -  Finding  My Vo ice          3 5     

I had lots of different jobs, like farming, roofing, and 
paving. Then I found a job at the YMCA. It was a good 
job and I was there for 26 years and when the YMCA 
closed I knew I would have a hard time finding a new 
job. I tried for some time but when I told new employers 
about my education they said it was not enough.

At that time, I was coming to the library and someone 
there suggested I join this program. The first day I was 
very scared and nervous but I know I have to try. But 
it didn’t work out for me. Then I tried again. When I 
came back, I was determined to read and spell. At first I 
was very embarrassed with other people around but the 
more classes I went to, the better I felt. 

Now I go to two programs four days and one evening 
every week. I can see the difference when I go to the 
store. It is not as hard anymore because I can read better 
and I feel more confident. School is sometimes difficult 
but I like to learn and I want to keep learning.

Keep on Dreaming
Melvin James Neil 

I was at a bus stop sitting next to an elderly lady. I said 
to her, “I am working two jobs. I’m a busy man.” She 
turned and looked at me and said,” Do you know why 
you are working two jobs?” I said,” What do you mean?” 
She said,” Because you never finished your education.” 
Later that week I was watching the news and MT&T 
was going out of business. A man 52 years of age, an 
employee of MT&T said he was going to go back to 
school to get retrained for a future new job. 
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I thought about what 
the old lady said to 
me, so I went to the 
library on Gottingen 
St.  I spoke to Jen 
and she said she 
would set me up 
with a tutor. Things 
took off from there. I 
started at the Cunard 
Learning Center. The 
teachers Andre, Dale 
and Joanne were 

very good at getting their points across. From there I 
moved on to NSCC to the ALP program and graduated 
with my grade 12 certificate. 

I plan on taking Culinary Skills at NSCC in 2019 and 
from there go to Holland College to study the Master 
Chef Course. 

All I have to say is, people keep on dreaming and your 
dreams will come true. 

My Learning Story 
Charlie Corbin 

Throughout my life, I have often struggled with the 
completion of basic tasks and activities due to my 
limited literacy skills. Considering my difficulties with 
reading and writing, I believe that I have missed out 
on many experiences and failed to develop some basic 

Melvin sharing a story at the Central Library
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abilities that others 
appear to possess. 
I have decided to 
return to learning 
for many reasons 
that will improve 
my happiness and 
overall quality of life. 
There are endless 
activities that come 
easily to most others 
that I often tend 
to struggle with 
independently. 

In particular, I desire to go out for lunch and have the 
ability to choose from the options on the menu and 
proceed to pay with my debit card by reading the screen 
on the machine. I want to be able to explore my city, 
using street signs and bus schedules. I want to be able 
to go shopping and read prices and the names of items 
without the support of another. I have many interests 
and hobbies, including hockey, baseball, bowling, going 
to the movies, and listening to the news; yet, all of these 
can include aspects with which I require help. I also 
enjoy spending time at the library, and by bettering my 
literacy skills, I will enhance this experience with my 
improved ability to read books and use a computer. 
All in all, I wish to become more self-reliant and less 
dependent on others. 

Since making the decision to return to learning, I have 
not only improved upon my literacy skills but I have 
gained confidence and improved self-esteem. I am better 

Charlie & Cathy learning math together
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able to independently achieve certain tasks in everyday 
life and to complete educational exercises with my tutor 
that I previously had trouble with. I feel proud to watch 
as I grow and enhance my abilities. The more I learn, 
the more confident I feel that I will someday reach my 
goals. 

As I experience difficulty with reading and writing, I 
am limited with the number of daily responsibilities I 
can accomplish on my own. However, I am determined 
to continue to learn and enhance my abilities, in order 
to experience life more easily, and to enjoy the same 
activities as others. In continuing to learn, I desire to 
develop the necessary skills to achieve my GED and 
gain an education. I wish to better communicate with 
the public through conversation, but to also keep 
in touch with family and friends by writing letters 
and sending cards. My main goal in life is to be able 
to provide for myself and perhaps, one day, a family. 
Through improvements in my literacy skills, I desire to 
gain employment and to earn my own funds, and to 
eventually learn to drive a car and own a house. 

Seeing Amy Goodman
Colin Henderson

On Saturday September 30th, my uncle Mark had a 
Dalhousie football game that I usually go to. On Facebook, 
I saw that Amy Goodman, host of Democracy Now, was 
going to come to Halifax. I called my best friend Neil, 
who I call my uncle because he looked after me when I 
turned 16. He said he was going to get tickets at Humani-T 
Café because Dal didn’t know about tickets, which 
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was a nuisance. I 
wasn’t sure he was 
going to get tickets, 
because he likes 
to procrastinate on 
his computer and 
drink coffee with his 
friends. He got the 
tickets to the event. I 
was sad that I wasn’t 
going to the football 
game but happy 
to go to the event. 
I took the bus to Neil’s house, we had chicken and 
watched her last three podcasts. Then we walked to the 
Dal Student Union building. When we got there, they 
gave us the Voice magazine and flyers. They were selling 
books for $20 dollars and up. Neil got a $20 dollar book 
because before the event you could talk to Amy for a 
minute or two. She signed the book and we got a photo 
with her. I liked the event but she only talked about her 
last show which everyone there already knew about. I 
know she is very well-informed with world events, but I 
wish she would have talked about Canada instead of the 
USA because she was doing a fast Canadian tour. I never 
thought in my life I would get to meet her. 

Twenty-Five Years Ago
Leigh Ann Kenny

It’s been twenty-five years since Mum left this world.  I 
still cry when I remember the wonderful things she did.  
I miss her every day, but I know she wouldn’t want to 

Cate and Colin at the Keshen Goodman 
Library
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see me sad.  She passed on her wisdom along with a 
love for the simple life.  Mum exemplified family values. 
She taught us to never turn our backs on one another or 
go our separate ways in difficult times.  We learned to 
treat others well, respect our elders, take responsibility 
and help where needed. 

I wasn’t the easiest 
child to raise because 
I was an impish 
whirlwind who 
disliked any form of 
authority.  She had 
to be strict and set 
boundaries.  I know 
Mum did her best, 
and she was my go-
to person whenever 
life threw a curve 
ball at me.  We could 

count on her wisdom to pull us through many a crisis.  
My mother had amazing strength and a good nature.  
She made sure it became a part of who we are today by 
keeping us on the straight and narrow.  

My last conversation with her took place on Mother’s 
Day in 1993, which was her birthday.  She told me of 
the three heart attacks and the doctor’s orders to take it 
easy.  I promised to come home for vacation and help 
around the farm.  We talked a few more minutes before I 
said that I loved her, wishing her a happy 69th birthday.  
When I hung up the phone, tears filled my eyes. 

On June 24, I worked the night shift at the Trade Center.  

Leigh Ann and Darlene at the Central 
Library
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Near midnight, an urgent radio call summoned me to 
the staff room.  In a sad and subdued voice, my brother 
explained that Mum passed away following a fourth 
heart attack.  The doctor said there was no hope for her 
recovery.  The family decided it was best to unplug the 
life support and set her free. Heaven gained an angel 
that day, and I lost my dearest friend. 

An Adoption Story
Darlene Coulstring

My brother’s name is Greg MacEachen and I learned 
that the three of us are adopted.  Our parents never 
discussed our adoption and we never brought it up after 
my mum and dad passed away.  In late 2010 I went 
to the adoption registry office in Halifax.  I wanted to 
know if I could find any birth relatives and other family 
members.  Were there were any living or on record?

Greg’s dad Roy MacEachen passed away in 2009; his 
mum Vera passed on in 1986.  I found my birth father’s 
side of the family.  Nine out of 12 half brothers and 
sisters are still living.  On my birth mother’s side, I 
learned about Greg and my half-brother Louie Hillier.
Louie, Greg and I are very close.  We see each other 
often, and we have phone conversations.  I am so happy 
to know my special brother. 
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Library Ballad
Dennis Brown

Sitting in the library
reading and
writing,
watching the world 
spin
and children coming 
and
going.
Movies showing, 
concerts
in the concert hall,
lectures,
book signings, people 
living
up in the coffee shop.
Television in the reading room
Where you should be reading
But at least the sound is off.
Sitting in the library
reading and
writing,
learning all that I can 
and perhaps more
than I should.

Dennis sharing his musical talent at the 
library
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Fishing 
Don Murphy

The first time I went 
fishing, it was with 
my older brother 
along the river 
banks. I was quite 
young at that time. 
I fish mostly in the 
ocean these days. 
It’s fun fishing even 
if I catch none at all. 
I enjoy the smell, 
sound, and beauty 
of the ocean, the ships 
and boats of all kinds and the hilly scenery across the 
water. 

One day we, that is, two other fishers and I, watched 
an eagle dive on top of the ocean and come up and 
fly away with a fish that looked to be around two feet 
long. We also saw cormorants staying under water for 
five minutes and coming to the surface with fish in their 
beaks. That happens a lot with cormorants. A seal, its 
colour grey and black, swam around the wharf with 
only its head and shoulders sticking above the surface.

Some days the water is black with a school of mackerel. 
It’s easy to fish for mackerel. You use a fly rod. On the 
fishing line, you put three to six hooks and a weight at 
the end of the line. Then you cast or whip the hooks 
and weight. After they enter the water, you count to five 

Jo and Don at the Halifax North Library
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or six then start reeling in. If I get tired or distracted and 
let my line sink deeper, I might catch a pollock, which 
is a bottom feeder. 

Setting Goals Together 
Elaine Sherwood

I always wanted to be 
a teacher. However, 
my work career took 
me down a different 
and rewarding path. 
My passion was still 
there and tutoring 
at Keshen Goodman 
Library every 
week has given 
me a wonderful 
opportunity.

My learner, Julie, is the best and a very hard worker. 
She puts so much time into learning ad improving her 
skills. We share ideas to help her understand learning 
strategies that suit her needs. She always has goals in 
mind and it keeps her focused. She is a very positive 
person, too.

Julie has taught me that we take for granted what is easier 
for us and may be a struggle for others. It’s important 
to be kind, patient and help your learner achieve their 
goals.

It has been a very rewarding experience for me. 

Julie & Elaine during Literacy Action Week
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My Pretty Scarf
Julie Lynn Stanhope

I just started working a new job at Superstore last year. I 
had to do a job interview and I passed the job interview. 
I had to do orientation and I had passed the test. I just 
had to learn to fold items and mark down in different 
departments and in the Joe Fresh department.

I helped with the barbequing and I passed water to the 
runners. I am a hard worker. They gave me flowers and 
a card. They gave me a gift. It was a winter scarf. Last 
year it was stolen from me. I went back to Superstore 
and saw a scarf that looked like mine. Maybe someone 
needed it more than me. I miss my pretty scarf.

A Cold Winter Day (A Conversation I 
Had With A Homeless Man) 
Felicien Ndayisaba

One day, during a cold winter day, my friend and I were 
walking in the snow to work. After a twenty-minute 
walk, I began to feel very cold and I asked my friend if 
we can go have some coffee at Tim Horton’s. After we 
arrived at Tim Horton’s, we sat close to a homeless man 
who wore a brown shirt and a blue pair of shoes. 

When he saw me, he asked me to buy him a cup of coffee. 
I did what he requested of me, he was very pleased with 
my kindness and appreciated it. After a while, he began 
to ask me some questions: “Why are you not wearing 
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gloves and a hat on? It’s very cold out there!” I replied, 
“I forgot to bring mine along with me”. Ten to fifteen 
minutes later, my friend and I were almost done with 
our coffee so we left. Then, I saw the homeless man 
bring out a pair of gloves and hat from his bag. He gave 
them to me and I was also very grateful for his kindness. 
I thanked him also because I did not expect this from 
him. In fact, we had a good time together and he gave 
me some advice that, “it is always good to wear a jacket, 
gloves and hat during cold weather like this in Canada.”
My friend and I continued our walk to work. I’ll never 
forget the homeless man and that day together in my 
life.

Camp Mushamush
Heather Myatt

I am very excited 
to go to Camp 
Mushamush this 
June. This year we 
will get to stay for 2 
whole weeks!! Yay!!
We stay in a big 
lodge and we do 
all sorts of different 
activities. I like the 
crafts, painting, 
games, dancing to DJ 
music and singing! 

I particularly enjoy the bands that entertain us. The 
homemade food is fantastic! I cannot wait to eat their 
Belgian waffles with strawberries and cream!!

Heather & Aileen at the Keshen Goodman Library
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It is wonderful to see old friends and I always look 
forward to seeing them each year. I am very happy to be 
staying for 2 weeks this time!!!!

When Things go Wrong, You’ve Got to 
Make Them Right
Jake Hendsbee

Seven and a half 
years ago, my 
family’s life changed 
d r a m a t i c a l l y . 
My mom went 
from being an 
independent woman 
to relying on my dad 
and her sons to help 
her with everything. 
My mom’s muscular 
dystrophy took 
a drastic turn for 
the worst. It got to the point she had to leave work 
completely and is home full time now. She has good 
days and bad days; every day is a different day. We take 
the time we get with her and cherish it forever. We know 
there is no cure for her MD; it will ultimately end when 
she passes away. For now, we cherish all the time are 
given to spend with her. 

Jake & Mary at the Captain William Spry Library
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Learning Story
Jessica Coiffi 

After entering my 
third year of recovery 
from addiction, I felt 
ready to take on 
another challenge. 
I enrolled into an 
education for High 
School Equivalency. 
Support from family 
and friends helped 
me to do just that. 
My aunt and uncle 
have always played 
important roles in my life, they’re my role models. They 
always encouraged me to go to school.

Since entering the Learning Program, so much has 
improved in me. I notice my brain functions better and 
others have commented on this as well. Over time my 
confidence level has boosted impressively. I feel like I’m 
finally doing something with my life. This program has 
so many benefits to offer you in succeeding in education 
studies. Within the past 7-8 months, I have read 7 books 
which is very good considering I was never much of a 
reader and have a comprehension problem.

Not having a full education can be difficult in so many 
ways. I only have Grade 9. There are so many jobs that 
will not hire you unless you have your Grade 12. I have a 
hard time entering conversations because of my limited 

Connor and Jessica at the Central Library
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vocabulary. Meeting new friends is another hard task, 
since I’m not in an actual school and I’m unemployed. 
Some days can be very boring when living on a low- 
income budget. I struggle with Math and English when 
it comes to comprehending, but I am making progress 
and will never give up the practice of learning.

P.S. - I would like to thank the many people who helped 
me along this journey to a better life. In particular, I 
would like to give thanks to Erica, my tutors Heizen and 
Connor and also to my aunt and uncle. You made a big 
impact in my life and I will always be grateful for your 
kind help and support.

Where I Was 
John Cromwell

I messed up. I was 
so down on myself, 
because I had 
nothing to eat. But I 
looked around and 
there were Hope 
Cottage, the church, 
and the library.

Now, I can eat a meal 
at Hope Cottage and 
feel good, with a full 
belly. They give me 
soap, razor blades, a comb, and snacks to take home. 
Hope Cottage inspired me to do better, to see right 
about people.

Rachel & John at the Halifax North Library
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Another thing that helps me is the church. It helps me 
be strong. It helps me to look at things different. I used 
to go bumming. Now I always have somewhere to go to 
when I got a problem, when I can’t work something out. 
It makes me feel like I’m part of something, like I’m not 
alone, like there’s always someone. 

Also, the library is like my home. I can relax and feel 
comfortable and safe. I can come here and get strong 
from all the people in the library. I can get books of 
knowledge to help me learn not to argue or fight, to 
understand that you can walk away. I can achieve a lot 
from the library and help from the library staff. 

Gateway to Learning
John Hubert

After retiring from 
academia a number 
of years ago, I 
began to think of 
ways to keep myself 
busy, intellectually 
challenged, and to 
give back to the 
community in a 
manner consistent 
with my skill-set. 
I’ve always loved 
teaching, particularly 

in small-group settings, and I have long believed that 
reading is the gateway to all other learning. The Halifax 

John & GG at the Keshen Goodman Library
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Community Learning Network fit the bill perfectly, and 
I soon began tutoring English Language Learning at the 
Keshen Goodman Library on Wednesday evenings and 
in the Adult Literacy program every Thursday. I have 
had two Adult Literacy students, Alem (who has been 
accepted to NSCC) and GG, who are both from Eretria. 
Although their ages, backgrounds and learning goals 
differ, they share a desire to learn, a willingness to work 
hard, and a sly sense of humour. 

As tutors, there is no way to know the impact our efforts 
will ultimately have on the lives of our learners. The 
only measures of success we have are the hard-earned, 
incremental progress we see revealed from week to 
week; and the feeling of joy we experience as we watch 
that slow, cautious grin develop into an ear-to-ear smile 
and see their eyes begin to sparkle when they realize 
for themselves that they “get it.” There are few greater 
delights than this!

The personal stories of my learners are harrowing, and 
their courage, persistence, optimism, and infectious joy 
are inspiring. They show up every week, tired from their 
own long day, ready to work and willing to put their 
insecurities aside and offer me their trust. Whatever I 
teach them, it is repaid ten-fold each week. They not 
only brighten my day, they have also taught me that 
reading is much more than I thought it was. It’s not just 
a gateway to all other learning; for Alem and GG it is a 
gateway to a better life!
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Never Too Late to Learn
Josephine Smith

I left school early 
to help my family.  
I wasn’t learning 
much in school 
because I didn’t 
have the reading 
and writing skills.   
My dream was to 
start a business with 
my brother but that 
failed.  Years later I 
started adult literacy 
classes.  I knew that 

improving my reading and writing skills would help me 
achieve my dream.  Sometimes adult learning is really 
hard and I feel I’m not making progress. That’s when 
I turn to the Bible and I think about Job.  I knew, like 
Job, that God is always there for me, His love is always 
a comfort and also gives me strength.

Job had a rich life, he was a man who feared God and 
hated evil.  He had a big family, many servants, as well 
as many livestock. The Devil wanted to test Job by taking 
everything from him.  God knew Job would stay faithful 
to him, so he agreed but told the Devil not to kill Job.  
The Devil killed Job’s children, servants and livestock. 
He also covered Job with painful sores.  Job’s friends 
came to comfort him and saw him tear his robe and 
sprinkle dust on his head.  They sat on the ground for 
seven days and nights.   Job got up and shaved his head, 

Josephine learning computer skills at the 
Central Library
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then Job fell to the ground in worship and said – “Naked 
I came from my mother’s womb and naked I return.  
The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. May the name 
of the Lord be praised”.  Job’s wife asked why he was 
faithful, why not curse God and die.  Job replied “Shall 
we accept good from God and not trouble?”  In all this, 
Job never lost faith so the Lord made him prosperous 
again.

Job’s story inspires me – I believe my dreams will come 
to reality and God will help me not to give up.

My Journey for the GED
Joyce Coady

This is my third 
attempt at acquiring 
my grade 12. I 
didn’t like school 
because my life was 
in constant turmoil: 
physically and 
mentally abused at 
home, being thrown 
out on a regular basis 
and not knowing 
where I was going 
to live.  I mostly lived 
with friends and their families.  I attended J.L. Ilsley 
High School in the C.E.P. program for troubled students. 
I finished the first year of the program and got expelled 
during the second year. 
I finally got hired on the school buses because my 

Joyce and friends say farewell to Spryfield 
GED instructor, Jesse V
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friend’s Mom worked there and got me hired and pretty 
much adopted me. I had cleaning jobs and did a lot 
of drugs and alcohol. I became pregnant at 19 to an 
abusive man who was a career criminal. When he went 
to prison for 6 years, I met another criminal and had 
another child.

My second attempt, I enrolled in upgrading at St. Paul’s 
Church, where I graduated grade 10 and moved on to 
the 11/12 class. I was top of my class when I was a victim 
of domestic abuse. Both of my hands were broken and 
I had multiple head injuries, therefore, I was forced to 
leave school. 

I worked with all the school bus companies thanks to 
my step mom and then got myself a job as a Personal 
Care Worker and continued working in those fields off 
and on depending on my life situations and child care 
and such. 

Thanks to the GED class, I have passed four of my exams 
with only math remaining to write and I hope to finally 
have my diploma at 51.  The GED class  works for me 
because the class is small and it allows me to still work 
part time. I am thankful for the wonderful teachers and 
classmates who have helped me to achieve all that I 
have. Nobody seems to judge me or look down on me 
for my mistakes over the years. Having a friend there 
who knows what my life has been like and is like now 
is comforting and I don’t feel so alone and out of place 
or judged for having such a messed up past. I hope this 
program is going to be available to all who may need it.
I plan on trying to become an EPA with the school board 
as I am concerned about my future, having no pension or 
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benefits. I really enjoy taking care of children / people.  
If need be, I will become a Continuing Care Assistant in 
order to work in healthcare. 

My Dreams
Katrina Pretty

My name is Katrina 
Pretty. I finished 
grade 11 but, it was 
a tough few years 
after I had left High 
School. This year 
I decided I should 
move forward with 
my education and 
get my schooling 
done, so I can be a 
good role model for 
my children and so I 
can get into my program I have always dreamed about, 
Continuing Care Assistant.

I have a 9-month-old daughter and another little one 
on the way, so I would love to have my education fully 
completed so that one day I can be there to show them 
that having your education done can do so much for 
you. I want to prove to them that they can do anything 
if they set their minds to it. As I reach my goals I want 
to help them reach their goals as well!

Ever since I was a little girl I have always had issues 
with my learning disability. I have trouble in all studies 

Katrina & Matthew at the Keshen Goodman Library
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but, I still try my best to do the best I can with what little 
strengths I have in certain subjects. I find I have gotten 
a bit better in math and English since I got into the GED 
program. I wasn’t able to divide numbers or even add 
big number together until I got into the program, it truly 
has been a huge help.

I am hoping to finish my education, to prove to myself 
I can do anything as long as I try hard and do my best. 
I also want to be able to move forward with Continuing 
Care and get a job with the company. It is a passion of 
mine to be able to help those who need it. Not just help, 
but be a friend to that someone who is lonely and needs 
it.

I want to say thank you for giving me this chance to 
move forward with my education and say a huge thank 
you for having programs to help those who need it. I am 
forever thankful! I want to say thank you for giving all 
of us a chance to grow big and make new friends! It was 
an honour and I say good luck to all those who went for 
their dreams. They are all the stars!!!!

Two Days in Lucerne-Switzerland
Kit Chow

Our travel group has more than 40 members, aged over 
50 to 80 plus. Two days in Lucerne was a pre-cruise 
trip to our Rhine River adventure. Lucerne is the most 
populous town in Central Switzerland and has long 
been a destination for tourists.
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Our gang visited 
the city’s famous 
landmarks; the 
Chapel Bridge, the 
Park of the Dying 
Lion, the Cogwheel 
railway station and 
the stunning Mount 
Pilatus.

The Dying Lion is a 
famous carving by 
Bertel Thorvaldsen. 
It is a very unique monument, intense and sad. The park 
is four blocks away from the Chapel Bridge.

The Chapel Bridge is a wooden bridge first built in the 
14th century. It is 204 metres long across the Reuss River. 
It was originally constructed in 1333 as a fortification to 
protect Lucerne from attacks, and is the oldest wooden 
covered bridge in Europe. 

The Reuss River is one of the most beautiful rivers I have 
ever visited. Both sides of the river have countless shops, 
eateries, lots of traffic and tourists. We saw sailboats 
sailing, swans swimming, ducks ducking and the water 
as blue as the sky. These contrasts were amazing.

The next day, we climbed the famous Mount Pilatus. You 
can hike, you can take a cable car, but we chose to get 
on the world`s steepest Cogwheel Railway Train. While 
our train wound up the striking rocky mountain we saw 
carpets of meadows, went through the tunnels; up and 
up. We also saw Lake Lucerne and the city gradually 

Kit & Kent at the Keshen Goodman Library
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shrinking down below.  On a clear day, the mountain 
offers a panoramic view of 73 Alpine peaks. We were 
very lucky to be there on a beautiful, sunny day.

Good bye Mount Pilatus, Lucerne and Switzerland. We 
had such a good time here: strolling along the streets 
and river banks; visiting the popular land marks; tasting 
the famous chocolate and candy bars; sharing roasted 
chestnuts in the street; and of course, we bought Swiss 
army knives.

It would be wonderful if you could go there to see for 
yourself. Or you could visit on the web where there are 
thousands of photos to prove that.

Family History  
Robert Lowe

I came into the world on September 11, 1958. The 
following year in 1959, my sister started looking after 
me.    

                                                                                                         
I was born in Sheet Harbour. I had one brother and one 
sister. I went from grade one to grade 5 in one school in 
Moser River. I moved to Halifax and I felt like I wanted 
to go back to school.   

When I was young, I was in the hospital for 2 weeks. I 
was really sick. I went to Dr. Parkins. He lives 4.5 miles 
away from me.   

                                   
We walked over to Aunt Connie’s and she phoned 
everyone she knew with a car. My uncle Howard Fleet 
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took me to Sheet Harbour Hospital.    

My brother and sister carried me from my hometown to 
Moser River. My uncle Howard lived in Ecum Secum. It 
was freezing rain and no-one was allowed on the roads. 
Even the RCMP wouldn’t take us. 

When I was 5 I started school in Truro. After that I moved 
to Dartmouth and then to Halifax where I still live.

I have one brother and one sister. I have one brother 
and one sister still alive. My sister lives in Ontario and 
my brother lives in Alberta. We are all very close. My 
Uncle Howard took me and my mother out mackerel 
fishing on his 28 foot boat. I also have an Aunt Maude. 
She is 88 years old. We used to go mayflower picking. 

Marilyn Monroe 
Mary Thompson

How would you like it if people were always telling 
tales about you?  I read a book about Marilyn’s life and 
this happened to her. People are still talking about her 
today. Do they have the right story?

Marilyn became famous because she was a movie star. 
All the men fell for her charms. 

Mean people thought that she was an easy lover. I think 
that she was a lonely soul. I think she was gorgeous and 
smart.
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She had a heart of 
gold and some men 
took advantage of 
her. People thought 
she had lots of 
friends because 
she was rich and 
beautiful. But did 
she really?

I think that Joe 
DiMaggio, the 
baseball player, was 

her true friend because for twenty years he made sure 
that flowers were placed on her grave every week.

My Learning Story
Mikayla Martell

I’ve never been in a real school environment. My 
parents realized at a very young age I had an extreme 
anxiety disorder and wouldn’t be able to attend school, 
so instead of going into grade school with the other 
kids, my parents kept me home and taught me through 
homeschoolers learning programs. I was supposed to 
go into high school with my older sister when I reached 
that age, but by that point my anxiety had led me into 
pretty strong depression and I realized I wouldn’t be 
able to handle high school. At about age 14 my sister got 
very sick and my parents didn’t have time to continue 
teaching me, and after staying up every night with my 
sister I didn’t have the energy to try and learn on my 
own. So that’s when schooling stopped altogether.

Mary & Kay at the North Branch Library
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Years later when my 
sister finally started 
to feel better I was 
able to start looking 
into schooling 
options and came 
across the Adult 
Learning Program 
through the libraries. 
As someone who 
still deals with 
extreme anxiety on a 
daily basis I thought 
the quiet environment of the library would be the best 
option for me and after speaking to Pat – the lovely lady 
who runs the program – I knew I was ready to return 
to school.

My life has changed completely since starting the 
program, even just writing this is a huge sign of how 
much I’ve changed. Previously I never would have been 
confident enough to write anything that others would 
see, but now I don’t mind so much. Confidence is mostly 
what the program has helped me with, having never 
taken any kind of tests before joining this program I 
didn’t think I’d be able to pass any, let alone get my 
GED, but now I believe in my abilities to learn and grow 
and to keep pushing until I meet my goals.

My learning goals right now are to complete my GED 
of which I only have math left, and then to choose 
what college I’d like to attend. I have many interests 
and have had a difficult time trying to choose which to 
focus on. Currently I am planning on attending NSCC 

Mikayla & Mary Jo at the Keshen Goodman 
Library
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for Deaf studies and ASL courses, as well as for office 
management. I am also planning on trying a psych 
course at SMU.

Career goals are not something I’ve put too much 
thought into until quite recently, as someone who never 
had much faith in myself, it was difficult to imagine 
ever having a career choice. If I could have any career 
in the world, I’d definitely choose to work with teens 
and young adults dealing with depression and anxiety 
issues. As well as continuing to run my small business 
and hopefully grow it into something much larger.

Busy Weekend
Mona Falata

This weekend I have 
many things to do. I 
will go shopping on 
Saturday morning, 
then I will clean 
my apartment. On 
Sunday morning, I 
will go to church 
at 11:00 am.  In the 
afternoon, we will 
have a Sudanese 
meeting at my 
apartment. We will 

make and eat different food. We will all enjoy this day. I 
hope everyone will be happy this weekend.

Mona and Judith at the Central Library
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Where I Aim to Be
Monica Musasa

I had no English 
when I came to 
Canada.  So now I 
go to adult school.  
That’s where I 
study English and 
math.  School is 
very important to 
me because since 
I started going to 
school it improved 
my English and 
math.  I also go to the 
library for tutoring.  I find people help me in both places.  
I want to thank them.

Going back to school is not easy because you have other 
responsibilities, but it’s also good because it improves 
your reading, writing, speaking and thinking.

I’ve made progress, and I’m pleased with what I’ve done.  
I’m not too far, but I’m just like here:

where I started>-------------where I am now>------------------
------------where I aim to be>>>>>>>

Monica and Don at the Central Library
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What is Identity? 
Muhamad Abaker 

What is identity? There are many things that make up a 
person’s identity. For example, religion, culture, language, 
where they came from, what they look like, gender, and 
personality. Millions of people around the world are 
looking for their identity, especially immigrants. When 
you move from place to place, you will find many things 
are not the same as your country. All the things that 
make up a person’s identity can be changed then cause 
problems. 

In my opinion, we need to trust our children who will 
bring in the new culture to tell us what they are learning. 
There are many difficulties children are facing in their 
real lives. The story read, “‘Who are they?’ asked the 
teacher, though she should have known.” 

Sometimes we should blame our teacher and sometimes 
they are innocent. This teacher did not know this child 
had different ideas from her parents, and she only 
knew one thing: how to teach children based on the 
curriculum. 

In general, teachers have to be more open to new 
information when they are teaching. If anyone has a 
good education, I do not think people will ask these 
kinds of questions.
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My Life in Spryfield 
Tina Norris

I left school years 
ago due to a lack 
of support at home.  
Education wasn’t 
enforced in my 
family, so I went 
to work instead. 
Throughout my life, 
I’ve had a variety of 
different jobs such 
as a cashier, cook, 
seamstress, room 
attendant, hotel 
supervisor and childcare worker. I worked everywhere 
from the Halifax School for the Blind to Uncle Bucks in 
Spryfield to the Sunshine Village ski resort in Banff. I 
learned a lot along the way. 

After being a childcare worker for four years, I gave birth 
to my son, Cole. When my son was a year old, I returned 
to J.L. Ilsley where I completed an adult business course. 
I graduated receiving a double major in accounting and 
business but I ended up being a stay at home mom for 
the next six years because my son had severe eczema 
that required a lot of medical appointments. I’ve been 
a single parent for the last 18 years and never received 
child support. In addition to my son, I take care of my 
elderly mother. 

Spryfield is my community.  I’m active with the Greystone 

Tina at the Spryfield GED class
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Carson St. Association where I volunteer with kids and 
help with events at the Farmer’s Market and wherever 
else I’m needed. I love animals and volunteer with Spry 
Cats, a Spryfield cat rescue organization. We run a free 
Spay Day program and try to save feral cats that are 
living wild in Spryfield. I think everyone should help 
out when they can. 

After being out of school for many years and out 
of work for almost a year, I wasn’t sure what I was 
going to do. It was the first week of September when 
my niece stopped by we watched the sunset and had 
conversation about this and that. When she said “Auntie, 
I’m back in school,” my next question was, “Where?” 
and then, “What are you taking?”  She gave me the 
details of the GED course being offered by the Halifax 
Community Learning Network. I thought about it over 
the next couple of days and decided why not, it’s free 
and worth a try.  So off I went.  All of the teachers are 
very supportive and I passed 4 exams so far. It’s a great 
feeling of accomplishment.  My goal is to pass math so I 
can apply for an Education Program Assistant position.  
I’ve made it this far so hopefully I can make it through 
math and have my GED before September. That is my 
goal. 

I’ve never missed a class and I never missed a day of 
work in 12 years. 3 days a week is easy. If, for whatever 
reason, you have not completed your education or 
would like to better yourself, give it a shot. If you work 
hard, you can succeed. You have to believe in yourself 
and never give up hope.

My greatest achievement is raising my son to be a kind 
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young man. I never missed a parent-teacher night and 
I’m proud that Cole will graduate from J.L. Ilsley in 
June with good marks. He plans to become a heavy 
equipment operator and I know he can do it. He tries 
to help me with my homework and once I pass, I might 
just give him a hand with his. 

My Story
Alison Murphy

My name is Alison 
Murphy. My family 
matters to me a lot. 
I have three sisters. 
One is older than me 
and two are younger. 
My dad works from 
home. My mom is 
a retired nurse. I 
grew up with three 
animals: Muffin, Tea 
Biscuit and Ruby. My 
older sister is Roya, 
my younger sisters 
are Shannon and 
Michelle.

I am enjoying my literacy class at the library. I’m 
practicing reading, writing and math.

I am working at my goal of improving my literacy skills.

Alison shares a Literacy Action Week message
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Back to School
Ouroba Al-Ahmad

I grew up in Idlib, 
Syria. I went to school 
until it became too 
dangerous, at the age 
of 15. I didn’t write 
my grade 9 exams 
because it was so 
scary to go to school 
and do the exams. 
Our government 
was bombing all 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s , 
including the 

schools. The Syrian army and their allies were bombing 
us just because we wanted freedom.

Two years ago, I returned to studying after 5 years off. 
I chose to be educated as a dietitian versus getting 
married and raising a family. We were chosen to come 
to Canada and we accepted because Canada is a good 
place to continue my education in safety.

The first day of school was difficult. I was shocked and 
surprised to discover that everything was in English and 
I could understand nothing. I felt miserable because I 
could not connect with the people, express my opinions 
or even ask for help. All I could do was look around 
and say “hello, goodbye, thank you, you’re welcome, 
and Ouroba.” 

Erica and Ouroba at the Keshen Goodman 
Library
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Then I decided to learn English seriously. I spent all 
my time learning, going anywhere there was help. The 
teachers supported me in my efforts to learn English by 
providing me a tutor because they noticed I was such 
a hard worker when I was in high school. I didn’t stop 
learning English, even in the summer time. I did many 
volunteer hours and activities. And now I am bilingual!

I still work hard to get high levels in English or to speak 
like Canadians. My dream was and still is to become a 
dietitian. I loved this subject when I was a young girl. 
Every morning of the weekend my family and I were 
waiting to watch dietitians and listen to their advice on 
the TV. Since then I have loved this subject and I decided 
to become a dietitian.

Now I have a goal and I am working hard to achieve 
it. I’m thankful that all my teachers helped me a lot. 
And I’m also grateful to Canada – and Halifax! – for 
welcoming me into their homeland, which my father 
describes as a bouquet of different flowers.

Some Experiences I had This Year
Paul Ochalla

There are many challenging things about being a student. 
I have a problem organizing my school work. I am not 
good at putting papers in order. I have challenges with 
the language because English is the fifth language I am 
learning. Therefore, the course Reading Essentials is 
very difficult. This is giving me a problem that might 
make me leave school. If I don’t pass the course they 
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have to kick me out 
of school. They have 
to decide what they 
are going to do with 
me. I know that I 
have done all the 
programs that were 
required. That is 
what I was told to do 
from the beginning. 
Now I don’t know 
what they are going 

to do with me.

Support from others is helping me overcome some 
challenges. I work with tutors a couple of times a week. 
They help me a lot when I don’t understand something. 
Other classmates help me as well. I can ask them 
questions sometime during class. I have a friend named 
Nicole. I can ask her questions and she will help me 
find the answer. I hope with this support I can continue 
my education.

My Thanksgiving 
Phillip Simmonds

I went to the country on 
a bus. I went down to my 
sister’s. We sat around and 
chatted and waited for the 
turkey to cook. I went and 
visited my brother while I 
was waiting. Then we sat 

Carson and Paul at the Central Library

Phillip shares a #LAW2018 message at the 
Halifax North Library
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around and ate turkey. It was delicious.   

Thank You
Rebecca Wilson-Daye

Thanks to all the volunteers who help me learn and grow. 
Thank you to Matthew for helping me while I’m getting 
my G.E.D. Having a person encourage me through this 
makes it all that much better. Thank you so much!

Ken Dryden at the Library
Robert Fullerton

One night I was 
sitting waiting for 
my tutor and when 
she arrived she told 
me that the guest 
speaker in the 
auditorium that night 
was Ken Dryden. He 
was at the library to 
talk about his new 
book. 

As a Montreal 
Canadiens fan, I thought that it would be cool to hear 
him speak. My seat in the auditorium was in the front 
row, so close I could slip him a puck! The auditorium 

Robert & Maureen at the Central Library
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was packed- lots of people came to hear him. 

When Mr. Dryden described game penalties I knew all 
the details and responded aloud.  Mr. Dryden noticed 
what an avid hockey fan I was and my detailed hockey 
knowledge. 

He was well spoken and an interesting speaker. I enjoyed 
his talk and received a personalized autograph! 

When I went home for Christmas my sister Anne, Bill, 
and Dad were impressed with my autograph.  Oh what 
a night! 

My Learning Story
Samia Eldik                                                                         

When I came to 
Canada as a refugee 
from Sudan in 2003 
with my husband 
and four children, I 
had never been to 
school. As a child, 
I lived in a small 
village in Sudan, 
miles away from 
the closest school. 
Because I had never 
had the chance to go 

to school, I did not know how to read or write or to do 
any of the other things children learn at school. 

Samia shares a Literacy Action Week message
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I went to ESL classes at ISANS to learn how to write my 
name, address and phone number. After ISANS, I started 
going to the Quinpool Education Center where I began 
to take Level 1 English classes. When I finished Level 
4, I began attending classes at the Cunard Learning 
Center in January, 2013. In September, 2015, I became 
a student in the Adult Learning Program at the Nova 
Scotia Community College, Leeds St. Campus. In June 14, 
2017, I walked proudly across the stage at the Forum to 
receive my Grade 12 diploma. A week earlier at a special 
ceremony at Mount Saint Vincent University, I had been 
honoured to receive an award that recognized my hard 
work and determination. Both ceremonies made me feel 
very happy in the same way that I felt happy when my 
family and I became Canadian citizens in 2013.

With my grade 12 diploma, I am now closer to my goal, 
which is to attend the Nova Scotia Community College, 
Dartmouth Waterside Campus to study Homecare. I was 
accepted into the Homecare Program in September, 
2017, but I decided to take a year away from studying. 
After working for the last seven months, I am looking 
forward to registering at NSCC in September so that I 
can study Homecare and become a certified homecare 
worker. I like to help people.
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Family 
Susan Gabriel

Family is a blessing, but at times it is a challenge. 

I had a good life but I was a challenge for my parents 
growing up because I drank, smoked, and partied too 
much.

When I got older, things changed because I had to 
take care of my elderly parents as well as myself. The 
demands of looking after my parents were very hard on 
me at times.

Most recently my son and grandchildren have come to 
live with me. Now my home is overcrowded because 
there were four and now we are seven. I’m always on 
the go for my family but it overwhelms me at times.

Daily life can be a challenge for me because I need 
support, like time for myself or someone to listen to 
me and hear me out. I get so tired of providing daily 
care that I need time for myself. I decided to go to the 
library to upgrade my reading and writing skills. This 
is something I have wanted to do for a long time. The 
challenges at home took all my time and energy. Now 
that I’m in the Literacy program, I go day to day, but 
sometimes it’s hard to get out of bed.

However, I find the strength and time to take care of my 
family as well as myself. “They say we all need a hug in 
the morning and one at the end of the day.”
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My Goal Is to Never Give Up  
Tamika Young

I am a student at 
Nova Scotia College 
of Early Childhood 
Education on 
Quinpool Road. 
I have a goal to 
become a childcare 
worker and to have 
my own childcare 
centre.

I passed all of my 
courses this year but 
failed two classes last year and have a practicum to do 
to graduate. I will be going back in September but my 
classes start again in January. I am happy to go back to 
finish my goal. There is a lot of information to learn and 
know but it’s worth it. I keep getting better and learned 
how to ask for help. 

In the future, I would like to work in a childcare centre, 
learn how to run a childcare centre, and learn how to 
save money for my own childcare centre. 

My future daycare will have a positive environment for 
children to laugh, have fun, and meet new children of 
all backgrounds. For now, I will focus on my goals and 
will do babysitting to try to save money and help young 
mothers out when they need to work or have some 
alone time. 

Tamika and Laurie at the Halifax North 
Library
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Never Too Late to Learn 
Malone Sinclaire

When I was younger, my aspiration was to go to university 
but there were too many challenges in my life for that to 
happen easily. I tried to go back to school several times 
over the years, but the timing was wrong. Work and life 
responsibilities had to come first. I worked recruiting 
nurses from overseas for several years. At age 58, I was 
working for an insurance company, at 65, I was selling 
cars. Life doesn’t always unfold the way you expect it to. 

I went through the OWL (Older Wiser Labourforce) 
program at Job Junction which opened the door to 
other opportunities like studying towards the GED with 
the Halifax Community Learning Network. I am semi-
retired so this is not something I’m doing for monetary 
gain. This is something I’m doing for me. For me, now is 
the right time to learn. Everyone should have a chance 
to learn, to build their self-confidence and reach their 
goals and dreams. Don’t think about age. We all have 
something to offer. It’s never too late to learn. 

On May 17, I wrote the math section of the GED. It 
was the test I put off to last as math has never been 
my favourite subject. I passed and now have my GED 
at age 65 and am embarking on further studies. Thanks 
to everyone who helped me on this journey. It is truly 
never too late to learn. 
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About Me
Yasir Dawood

My name is Yasir 
Adam Ahmed 
Dawood. I am 
originally from 
Darfour, Sudan. I 
grew up in Darfour, 
my birthplace.

I studied there and 
completed high 
school and one 
year of university. 
I worked with my 
father on the family farm. I was a volunteer in the 
community in different places. My parents and my 13 
siblings all live in Africa.

I decided to move to another country because of my 
situation. I moved to Egypt and lived in Sinay State. I 
worked on a farm as a volunteer for two years. I applied 
to United Nations to find protection; they did not reply. I 
decided to move to Israel. I moved to Israel and lived in 
Tel Aviv for ten years. I applied to a government office 
for protection but did not get in. I was given a temporary 
license which allowed me to live and work there.

I had so many different experiences and jobs. I worked 
first as a farmer for about a year and then a welder. After 
that I worked in building construction of houses, offices, 
bridges, restaurants, and hotels. I also volunteered as an 

Yasir & Michael at the Keshen Goodman 
Library
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interpreter with ARDC organization to help my fellow 
Sudanese and Eritrean asylum seekers.

I can speak six languages: Swahili, Masslait, Zabian, 
Hebrew, English, Sudanese, and some French. The 
reason I was asked to volunteer was because I knew 
these languages.

I waited 10 years for the Israel government to grant me 
protection. They did not accept me so I decided to try 
to move to Canada through my uncle living in Canada.

I came to Canada in February 2017 as a Landed Immigrant 
sponsored by my uncle, a Canadian citizen. I arrived in 
Halifax with my dreams to be welcomed by my uncle, 
his family, and the Canadian people.

My hobbies include soccer, cycling, and reading books. I 
work at La Fresca Restaurant and volunteer with bicycle 
repairs for immigrants. I hope to become a police officer 
or a nurse so that I can keep helping people.

I am very excited to be here in Canada and I am so 
proud with a hope to be a Canadian citizen soon!
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Halifax Central Library 
Emmanuel Negash

I go to the Halifax 
Central Library 
almost every day. It 
is a large, warm and 
comfortable library.

The structure is very 
different from the 
buildings around 
it. It has very big 
windows to see what 
is going on outside.

I feel happy and relaxed there.

If I am stressed or worried, I feel better when I go there. 
You see a lot of people and they talk to you. 

Sometimes the internet is very fast. Sometimes the 
internet is slow. They have music and drama sometimes.

They had a choir for African Heritage Month. A lot of 
people were enjoying the music. They sang about Jesus.

Emmanuel shares a Literacy Action Week message
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Lost and Found
Frank Brown

I was on my way into 
town to meet my 
tutor when I got off 
the bus at the corner 
of Robie and Coburg 
Rd. I went into the 
bank and when I 
came out I saw a 
camera on a bench 
with no one around, 
so I picked it up and 
took it home.   

A couple of weeks went by and I still had the camera 
and I didn’t know what to do with it. I met my tutor 
and I asked her what I should do with it. She told me 
when I go home to take a picture of it and send it to 
her on the computer and she will go on lost and found. 
When she was looking online she found an owner who 
was looking for a lost camera. Turns out it was a perfect 
match so we told the owner to meet us at the library. She 
did and I gave the camera to her and she said thank you 
as she was happy to get it back. She lives in Australia 
and when she got home she got in touch with my tutor 
and said “if you guys ever come to Australia you will 
have a place to stay”! This is another reason why I love 
coming to the library with my tutors. They make me be 
an honest man, and the best version of myself. That’s 
why I say, “I have the best tutors in the library!”

Arielle & Frank at the Central Library
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My Week
Heather Rumsey

Here are some of the things I do in a week. I work at 
Great Things in Store. My hours are between 12 - 3:00 
pm. I do many things such as organizing and cleaning. 
The location is on Almon Street. It is a small business and 
I work with Rene and Stuart who are my instructors. I 
get there on Metro Transit on the number 18. We mostly 
sell clothes and furniture at great prices. Great Things 
is also open on Sundays from 10 - 4:00 pm and most 
weekdays from 9-5:00 pm.

I go to art class with Uncle Chuck and Eddie. In art class, 
we do anything we want. Right now, I’m doing a sequin 
project. My favorite project was the wreath I made with 
garbage bags and ribbons, with the bow. Uncle Chuck 
sent a picture of the wreath to my mom. It took me 
almost a month to make. We’ve been going to art class 
for a year and a half.

I’m also doing some spring cleaning with my staff. We 
already did the bathroom and my bedroom. I also got a 
new book case for Easter.

We Are So Blessed
Paul Whynacht

Tonight, when I walked to the Spring Garden Road 
Library, I listened and looked around and thought about 
how lucky we are.  There were no bombs going off, and 
no one was shooting at anyone.  I didn’t walk around 
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any dead bodies, and I didn’t see people digging through 
the garbage for food.  We are so lucky in our country 
that it has lots of places to get free food.  Also, we are 
so blessed to have free classes where we can learn.  No 
matter how young or old you are, you can come to the 
library to get tutored.

Three cheers to the tutors because you are taking your 
valuable time and giving it to us.  Thank you!  Thank 
you!  Thank you from all of us.  



The Halifax Community Learning Network
 is a registered charity (# 85750 9335 RR0001)

Donations can be made through 
Canada Helps on the website.

www.hcln.ca

If you would like to learn with us, please contact:
(902) 422 7648 / 1 877 466 7725

@halifaxhcln          @HalifaxHCLN






